


SUMMARY

On December 17, 2020, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast 
Guard announced the federal government’s intention to:

•	 Phase out existing salmon farming facilities in the Discovery Islands, with the 
upcoming 18-month period being the last time this area is licenced;

•	 Stipulate that no new fish of any size may be introduced into Discovery 
Islands facilities during this time, starting immediately;

•	 Mandate that all farms be free of fish by June 30th, 2022, but that existing 
fish at the sites can complete their growth-cycle and be harvested before 
that date.

This report examines the financial, economic, and social consequences of this decision 
for workers, families, businesses and communities in the Discovery Island region and 
beyond, as summarized below:

IMPACTS OF THE SHUT DOWN OVER THE NEXT 18 MONTHS

•	 More than 24% of BC’s farmed salmon production is being shut down;

•	 Potentially more than 1,500 people could lose their jobs in the near term.  
This includes:

•	 At least 690 direct salmon farming jobs across the entire 
production cycle — broodstock farms, hatcheries, smolt 
farms, ocean farms, and primary processing;

•	 BC businesses supplying goods and services to the salmon 
farming sector will lose over $155 million in business annually, 
putting an additional 630 jobs at risk across the province;

•	 More than 200 induced jobs will be at risk at local businesses 
where salmon farmers spend their income — as diverse as 
grocery stores and vehicle dealerships.

•	 More than 10.7 million young salmon and fertilized eggs 
currently in hatcheries and other facilities and which were 
designated to be raised in the impacted farms will have to 
be euthanized. This is equivalent to over 210 million meals 
worth of fish or about two years’ worth of the province’s total 
harvest of wild salmon.

•	 Potential losses to BC’s salmon farmers from having to euthanize 10.7 million 
young fish amount to over $170 million.

•	 Salmon farmers will incur costs associated with decommissioning farms, 
made greater by the short timeline required.

•	 Salmon farming companies will lose almost $200 million in ongoing annual 
revenue from salmon farming and processing.
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